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amounts. In fact, here we are dealing with something in
the nature of high explosives. For instance, a little short
circuit in an instrument transformer, in one of the great
New York power houses, blew the windows out of the build-
ing. A short circuit in one of the generators itself is often
in the nature of a real disaster, as has been told above.
Strange means have been devised for suppressing fires which
sometimes occur in these highly ventilated machines. Live
steam in large quantities has been used to put out such
fires. Here we are dealing with huge powers, the dangers
are huge, and the preventive and protective means must
be correspondingly huge. The turbo-generator has brought
its own troubles and sometimes one is tempted to wish that
the thing had never been heard of. Then he may take some
comfort in the saying of a philosopher, that progress has
been by a series of catastrophes.